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CORONAVIRUS — STATUS REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.07 pm]: I rise to update the house on the current COVID-19 
situation for Western Australia. WA has recorded one new case of COVID-19 overnight. The case is still under 
investigation, but I can confirm that it is a 47-year-old male from metropolitan Perth. As with all cases, contact 
tracing is underway to ensure that all close contacts have been notified and are self-isolating. Our state total stands 
at 553. We are still monitoring seven active cases across the state, one of which is in regional Western Australia. 
Of Western Australia’s seven active cases, six are Western Australians and one is from interstate. In WA, 537 people 
have now recovered from COVID-19. 
Over the weekend, we outlined our road map on the easing of restrictions. Phase 2 will come into place on Monday, 
18 May. Businesses seeking to reopen next Monday, including cafes, will need to complete an official COVID 
safety plan. With the easing of restrictions comes risk. We believe it is inevitable that there will be some new cases 
of coronavirus in our community over the coming months. However, from a health perspective, we are in a strong 
position to deal with any outbreaks of the virus as they emerge, as long as people continue to do the right thing. 
I know that our low numbers are positive, but please remember that maintaining social distancing and hygiene needs 
to become part of our everyday lives. We cannot become complacent. We have proved that it works. However, the 
risk of COVID-19 remains real every day. The message is: we need to learn to live with COVID. This is our new 
normal. How it affects us depends on how well people continue in their normal, everyday lives to socially distance, 
use good hygiene practices and self-isolate when they are unwell. 
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